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(57)Abstract: 

PURPOSE: To attain coding with less amount of signals 
by obtaining an approximate color of one block 
comprising plural picture elements, classifying each 
picture element into approximate colors and separating 
the block into color information representing the 
approximate color and resolution information 
representing to which picture element is classified into 
which approximate color. 

CONSTITUTION: Picture information of three primary 
colors of an original picture is stored in buffer memories 
300 320. A signal shaping device 360 sets the red, 
green and blue signal level range or execute converting 
operation among the three signals. A signal processor 
370 inputs picture information of one block constituted 
with, e.g., 4x4 picture elements from a buffer memory 
via the signal shaping device 360 and converts the said 
block into the color information for approximate 
expressing with, e.g.. 2 approximate colors and resolution 
information representing to which color of the said 
approximate colors a color of each picture element in the said block is classified. Coding 
processors 380, 390 code the color information and the resolution information inputted from the 
signal processor 370 respectively and output the result to coding information output terminals 
400, 410. A color identifier 420 identifies whether the data is a chromatic color, an achromatic 
color or a black/white binary value and adds a code word corresponding to each. 
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